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a prisoner by sieur de Potrincourt, and, having made
his escape from him, he had been forced to roam the
woods in great distress, and even then did not dare
go to his ship, lest he should be caught. Father
Biard, hearing all these things, [147] begged sieur
de Potrincourt to have some consideration for the
great merits of sieur du Pont, the father, and to
think of the high hopes he had entertained for his
son: adding that it would indeed be a great misfor-
tune, if the French, in running to the ends of the
earth to convert the Savages, should happen to lose
their own citizens there. Sieur de Potrincourt
yielded to his remonstrances, and permitted Father
Biard to go in search of this young man, with the
promise that, if he could induce him to come freely
and acknowledge the authority of the said sieur de
Potrincourt, no harm would be done to him, and all
the past would be put under foot and buried. The
Father departed, and was successful in his efforts,
for he brought du Pont to sieur de Potrincourt, and
after peace and reconciliation were effected, they
fired off the cannon. Du Pont, [148] as an act of
thanksgiving, and for the edification of the French and
Savages, wished to confess on the following day, and
to receive his Easter Sacrament, for he had not done
so that year. Accordingly, he performed these du-
ties, to the great edification of all, on the shore of
the sea, where the service was sung. His devotions
finished, he begged sieur de Potrincourt to allow
Father Biard to come and dine with him upon his
ship, and his request was granted. But the poor
host did not know what dessert was awaiting him,
for somehow his ship had been seized and taken
away; and, to make the story short, it was given



